Editorial  by unknown
EDITORIAL
The Importance of Titles in References
The overwhelming volume of information avail-able in mass spectrometry today requires highefficiency in researching a topic. Most users of
mass spectrometry do not have sufficient time to review
title listings or abstracts of articles in their field, let
alone track every referenced citation in a research
article. When the citation does not contain the title of
the article, however, the determination of the value of
one of these references often requires that the original
article or chapter be consulted. The volume of informa-
tion and the time demand on the researcher make
burdensome the need to consult the original citation in
the absence of its potential value. The lack of titles in the
citations in review articles, such as those that appear
from time to time in the Accounts and Perspective
section of JASMS, detracts from the utility of these
articles.
These and other reasons have compelled many sci-
entific research funding agencies such as the U.S. Na-
tional Institutes of Health to require the inclusion of
titles with all citations in grant proposals. The title of a
scientific article is really a mini-abstract. When an
article that contains titles in its references is reviewed, it
is much easier to determine the potential value of
retrieving one of these references. This is also the reason
why review journals in mass spectrometry and many
biotechnology journals require the inclusion of titles
with references.
To help the researcher better evaluate the importance
of citations accompanying an article, this Journal has
established an editorial policy change to allow the
inclusion of titles with all citations. The new policy
requires that an article that includes titles in the cita-
tions must have titles for all of its citations. We do
understand that authors may have references without
titles stored in their databases. Therefore, authors may
continue to use the older format in which titles are not
required in the citations, but authors must remain
consistent.
Not only does this new policy provide valuable aid
to the readership of JASMS, but it may also facilitate the
review process. JASMS is the first of the core mass
spectrometry research journals to adopt this policy. This
is another way in which the Journal is providing
information that is easily accessible. It is hoped that
future contributors will see the value that titles add to
references and include them in citations, and that this
practice becomes commonplace in submitted articles.
Our intention is to modify the new policy in the future
and require titles in all citations.
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